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equality 


Yelson Mandela has joined 
jolitical leaders in backing a 
igh profile new campaign to 
nd discrimination against dis- 
bled people and fight the 
light of disablism. 

Scope’s Time To Get Equal 
ampaign* has secured support 
rom Mr Mandela, South 
\frica’s first black president, as 
vell as the leaders of the Labour, 
Sonservative, Liberal Democrat 
md Plaid Cymru parties. 

Home Secretary David 
slunkett, who is blind, and 
‘revor Phillips, chair of the 
commission for Racial 
iquality, were set to help launch 
he campaign with disabled 
ctress and campaigner Julie 


Fernandez as DN went to press. 

As part of the campaign, 
Scope will call for people to 
sign a pledge to support the 
idea of disabled people achiev- 
ing equality (see page 15). 

It is also launching a new 
corporate identity (far right), 
which includes the campaign’s 
equality logo. 

Mr Mandela, whose country 
has an equality clause in its bill 
of rights that outlaws discrimi- 
nation on any grounds, includ- 
ing disability, praised the cam- 
paign, and said: “It is so easy to 
think of equality demands with 
reference primarily to race, 
colour, religion and gender, and 
to forget, or to relegate to sec- 
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ondary importance, the vast 
discrimination against disabled 
persons.” 

Tony Manwaring, chief exec- 
utive of Scope, said: “This cam- 
paign will put the issue of dis- 
ablism firmly on the public and 
political agenda. Disabled peo- 
ple in this country lead lives 
which are blighted by poverty 
and exclusion and are much 
less likely than non-disabled 
people to be able to achieve 
their potential.” 

The campaign has also won 
the backing of Rachel Hurst, 
director of Disability Awareness 
in Action (DAA), the interna- 
tional human rights network. 


Champs 


The world blind golf champion 
has allegedly been trailed for 
two months by journalists intent 
on proving he is not blind. 

David Morris hit the head- 
lines after the English Blind 
Golf Association (EBGA) con- 
firmed he was being investi- 
gated over accusations from 
an anonymous source that he 
was not visually impaired 
enough to qualify for the 
sport. 

Mr Morris, from Newquay, 
Cornwall, has said he was 
dogged for two months by 


Top backing: Nelson Mandela joined leaders of the majo 


teN 


She has become the second 
high profile disability rights 
activist to back the charity’s 
new direction this year, follow- 
ing the appointment of Andy 
Rickell, former chief executive 
of the British Council of 
Disabled People, as Scope’s 
diversity director. 

Ms Hurst said Britain need- 
ed to work towards the kind of 
society Mr Mandela had cham- 
pioned in South Africa. 

She said it was also crucial 
that the campaign would high- 
light the word “disablism” and 
FOncen st ne 
“acknowledge that institutional 


government to 


disablism exists in the same way 


lindness 


reporters trying to catch him 
on camera doing something 
which proved he could see. 

A spokeswoman for Mr 
Morris, who was in Japan for a 
tournament, said he was upset 
by the experience. 

She told DN: “Badgering 
him like this is like trying to set 
someone up. 

“David is not going out there 
to dupe anybody — what would 
he gain from that?” 

She said Mr Morris had 
been registered blind for 20 
years and had some light per- 


r British parties to support the new campaign 


scepe 


About cerebral palsy. 

For disabled people achieving equality. 
that institutional racism exists”. 

Scope also commissioned a 
report by the research organisa- 
tion Demos, in partnership with 
DAA. The report, Disablism: 
how to tackle the last preju- 
dice**, suggests creating “trad- 
ing zones”, in which disabled 
and non-disabled people can 
collaborate from a position of 
equal power to discuss problems 
faced by disabled people. 
*www.timetogetequal.org.uk 
** www.demos.co.uk/disablism 
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ception, but this did not dis- 
qualify him from the sport. 

EBGA chair Barry Ritchie 
said the press coverage of Mr 
Morris reflected a lack of pub- 
lic awareness about blindness. 

“The B1 category in blind 
sport doesn’t mean you are nec- 
essarily totally blind. David has 
had four tests in two years in 
four different countries and we 
have the certificates for those 
tests. 

“If it’s good enough for the 
Paralympics, it’s good enough 
for us,” he added. 


On the cover: Giles Long shaves 0.02 seconds off his European record in the 100m butterfly at the 
Paralympic swimming trials, to make the British squad. Long won the event at the last two Paralympic 
Games and hopes to complete a hat-trick. See page 20. Picture by Graham Bool Photography. 
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Free yee 
in your own home 


The Outside Clinic is a specialist in home eye care and 


longest established, national, domiciliary 


optician in the UK 
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| The Outside Clinic 


ears in practice have enabled 
\ the creation of an eye-care 
service that is tailor made to 


the “at-home” patient. And if you have 
difficulty in getting to a high street 
optician, you're probably entitled to a 
FREE sight test in your own home! 


Our service to you 

On request, The Outside Clinic will 
organise an optometrist to examine your 
eyes in your own home. The home visiting 
optometrists are equipped to detect 
glaucoma, cataracts and other potential 
visual problems. They also provide helpful 
advice and assist in choosing the best 
frames and lenses when required. The 
spectacles are then manufactured in a 
dedicated laboratory. 

A second appointment is arranged for the 
spectacles to be delivered; the optical 
dispenser will ensure the best possible 
fitting for you. 


Aftercare 
As a patient you are never without optical 
care! Should you need any further 


assistance relating to your eyes or 
spectacles, you need only to Free Phone 
The Outside Clinic aftercare service. Your 
optician will also record a re-test date for 
your next sight test. As soon as it is due 
you will be called to make the necessary 
arrangements. All patients are attended to 
permanently, by professionals. 


FREE service 


The Outside Clinic service is free, and 
sight-tests are free to all those patients 
who qualify. There is a free range of 
spectacles available to those who are in 
receipt of appropriate benefits. 

In addition, a choice of other frames from 
an extensive range is available from as 
little as £10. For those paying privately, 
spectacles complete with single-vision 
lenses are available from £49.95. These 
are delivered direct to your door and 
nothing could be easier or more 
convenient. 


The Outside Clinic 


The National Specialist in Domiciliary Eye Care 


Eye Care - Your Rights 


WHO IS ENTITLED TO EYE CARE 

AT HOME? 

All those who cannot visit an 
optician unassisted, regardless of 
age. This includes, for example: 
those who need the assistance of 
friends or relatives to get out and 
about, or those who have difficulty 
using public transport. 


WHO IS ENTITLED TO A SIGHT TEST? 

¢ Anyone who has eye problems. 

¢ Anyone over 70 who has not had 
a sight test for one year. 

* Anyone under 70 who has not 
had a sight test for two years. 

* Anyone who has been advised 
to have more frequent eye 

examinations, and is now due. 


‘| need a sight test - 
but not yet’ 


If your sight test is not yet due but 
would like us to see you when it is, 
then register with The Outside Clinic 
and you will be called when your next 
sight test is due. 


Who cares for carers? 


The Outside Clinic can also provide 
a service for carers who find it 
difficult to visit the opticians. It costs 
just £20 redeemable against any 
spectacles; free, NHS or otherwise - 
and there is no charge for the sight 
test itself. And if the carer has a 
disability which makes it difficult to 
get out unassisted, then there is no 
visiting fee. 


For friendly advice, or an 
appointment, call The Outside 
Clinic today. 


Free Phone 


0500 295 245 
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News 3 | 


A minister from the depart- 
ment of culture, media and 
sport has admitted that govern- 
ment targets for audio descrip- 
sion are not good enough. 

Lord McIntosh told a House 
of Lords debate that he thought 
the ten per cent target in the 
Communications Act was 
“inadequate”. 

The admission prompted 
‘campaigners to call for the sec- 
retary of state to launch a 
review of the target. 

McIntosh also announced 
media watchdog Ofcom will 
review cost calculations on sub- 
titling included in its draft TV 
access code, which campaigners 
shad warned were inaccurate. 

New services have reduced 
‘the cost of subtitling, which 


Residential schools need 


Residential special schools need 
monitoring by child protection 
boards because local authori- 
ties are not doing enough to 
protect disabled children from 
abuse, MPs have heard. 

Children at such schools 
should be entitled to an inde- 
pendent advocate and viewed 
as “looked after” children 
under the law, according to 
experts from the National 
Working Group on Child 
Protection and Disability. 

They told an all-party group 
of MPs that disabled children 
are over-represented on child 
protection registers and are 


Benefit cheque option 
Disabled people unable to 
manage a bank account will 
be able to receive their bene- 
fits or pensions by cheque. 
The government is replac- 
ing the use of order books 
with the direct transfer of 
benefits to bank accounts, 
but announced that “vulner- 
able” customers could be 
paid by cheque instead. 
*Tel. 020 PPAZ 2171 or visit 
www.dwp.gov.uk 


Eye treatment centres 
A £4 million government 
programme will test new 
ways of treating people with 
chronic eye conditions at 
eight pilot sites across 
England. 
The Chronic Eye Disease 
Pilot Programme aims to 
help prevent avoidable blind- 
ness through early diagnosis 
of glaucoma, age related 
macular degeneration and 
low vision. 
www.dh.gov.uk 
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may mean up to 30 more chan- 
nels could be expected to meet 
targets on access. 

Caroline Ellis, parliamentary 
affairs manager at the Disability 
Rights Commission, said this 
was a “significant” gain. 


more vulnerable to abuse, partly 
because they are likely to spend 
time away from their families at 
residential schools or respite 
care and be in contact with a 
larger number of services. 

But the government’s pro- 
posed Children’s Bill failed to 
address the specific issues dis- 
abled children face, they said. 

The group, joint-chaired by 
the NSPCC and the National 
Children’s Bureau, called for 
Local Safeguarding Children’s 
Boards (LSCBs), that are being 
set up in every area under the 
bill, to be given responsibility 
for ensuring schools get high- 


Audio describer at the BBC: its output currently exceeds Ofcom targets 


But she warned that other 
issues were still “on a knife 
edge” as the deadline for 
Ofcom’s final TV access code 
approached, including its pro- 
posal not to set interim targets 
for the first five years. 


monitoring 


quality child protection train- 
ing and that information about 
incidents is dealt with properly. 

LSCBs should also include a 
children’s champion, they said, 
and the proposed children’s 
commissioner should have a 
duty to report specifically on 
disabled children’s issues. 

Group Jenny 
Morris said the government 
had not included any of their 
suggestions in its current bill. 

“It is not enough to say that 
a good child protection system 
for all children will be a good 
child protection system for dis- 
abled children. It won’t.” 


member 


Here to help 


The Learning Disability Helpline 


A free, confidential advice and information 
service for people with a learning disability, 
parents, carers and professionals. 
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MENCAP 


Understanding learning disability 


Freephone 0808 808 1111 


Fax: 020 7608 3254 
Textphone: 0808 808 8181 
Email: help@mencap.org.uk 
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argets ‘inadequate’ | Gulf veteran 


Starves as 
Inquiry denied 


A Gulf War veteran is starving 
himself in protest at the govern- 
ment’s refusal to hold a public 
inquiry into Gulf War 
Syndrome. 

Alex Izett, 34 (right), was on 
the 20th day of his hunger 
strike; sand experiencing 
headaches and kidney pains, as 
DN went to press. 

But he said he was deter- 
mined to see the protest 
through “the whole way”, to 
draw attention to the Ministry 
of Defence’s refusal to recog- 
nise the condition. 

He told DN: “I’m sick and 
tired of the ignorant way the 
government has treated brave 
men and women who were 
willing to put their lives down 
for their country. 

“We are entitled to a full 
public enquiry — give us a bit of 
dignity back and tell us the 
truth.” 

Izett says he is not receiving 
an adequate war pension and 
has had to move to Germany 
because he cannot get the treat- 
ment he needs on the NHS. 

He has had osteoporosis, 
depression and gut problems 
since being given inoculations 
for the 1991 Gulf War. 


His protest is backed by the 
National Gulf Veterans and 
Families Association, although it 
does not condone his methods. 

Ivor Caplin MP, veterans 
minister, said the government 
was doing all it could to address 
the health of Gulf veterans, 
including giving them priority 
treatment in NHS hospitals. 

But he said: “Independent 
research has found no single 
cause for the illnesses that some 
Sutter. 


LOOK! AMAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES 


AREYOU ABOUTTOPAYFARR ES 
TOO MUCH FOR A SCOOTER, 
POWERCHAIR, STAIRLIFT, 
BATHLIFT, RISER ARMCHAIR, BED 
OR OTHER MOBILITY PRODUCT? 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a 
mobility product until 
they have read this 
remarkably revealing 
report and have 
compared prices” 


ou could end up saving 

hundreds of pounds with this 
Brand New Pricewatch 
PriceGuide from Mobility 
Matters, a group of 
independent showroom based 
distributors. 


ncredibly, prices vary 

substantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 


paying £100’s more for exactly 
the same product. Don’t make 
the mistake of paying way over 
the odds unnecessarily. 


he new PriceGuide explains 

what to look out for and 
provides you with realistic price 
ranges so you are less likely to 
get caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. 


all now and your local 

distributor will send you a 
copy of the priceguide to help 
you before you commit yourself. 


Call the 24hour request line now 
on 08705 134130 
or write to Mobility Matters, Dept DN604, 
Freepost NHO170, Kettering, NN14 1BR 
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4 News 


Planning 
changes 
welcomed 


Campaigners have welcomed 


new planning laws which high- 
light the importance of accessi- 
ble design. 

A coalition of disability 
organisations, including Habin- 
teg Housing Association and the 
Disability Rights Commission 
(DRC), had warned the Planning 
and Compulsory Purchase Act 
could exclude disabled people 
(DN Jan). 

But following coalition pres- 
sure, the government agreed to 
include a legal duty for develop- 
ers to include access statements 
with their planning applica- 
tions. The act was granted 
Royal Assent last month. 

Meanwhile, the Conservative 
Party has claimed the govern- 
ment “failed to act in the inter- 
ests of disabled people” by not 
backing its amendment to set 
up a register of accessible hous- 
ing through the Housing Bill. 

Habinteg said a register 
should ensure accessible homes 
were offered to disabled people 
who could benefit from the 
adaptations. It is lobbying gov- 
ernment to include a register in 
its Disability Discrimination 
Bill, but is also working with 
the Greater London Authority 
and the DRC to introduce a reg- 
ister in London. It hopes the 
other five regional housing 
boards will follow suit. 


Freedom, Independence & Reliability PowerchairS 


Invacare 


Pride Health Care 


|00's of nearly new machines in stock at prices to suit all pockets. 
Interest free credit available on selected models, subject to status. 


for further help and advice 


Scotland’s transport minister 
has pledged to take action to 
tackle the abuse of disabled 
parking bays. 

Nicol Stephen, a Liberal 
Democrat, told a Scottish 
Parliament members’ debate last 
month that he would work with 
supermarkets, local authorities 
and disabled people’s groups. 

He said: “It is time we start- 
ed to campaign to raise the 
profile of the issue and gave 
people some hope that action 
will be taken.” 

The debate was secured by 
Labour MSPs Duncan McNeil 
and Johann Lamont. 

Their motion called for a 
campaign to raise awareness 
of disabled people’s parking 
rights. 

Meanwhile, Sainsbury’s has 


New carers’ rights could be law next month 


A bill giving carers in England 
and Wales important new 
rights has passed its final stages 
in the House of Commons and 
could become law next month. 

The Garters (Equal 
Opportunities) Bill would cre- 
ate a new duty for local author- 
ities to tell carers they may be 
entitled to an assessment, if 
approved by the House of 
Lords this month. 
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Days Medical 


Sunrise Medical 


acted to ensure more bays are 
available solely for disabled 
people, following criticism in 
DN of its store in Balham, 
south London. 

All the spaces around the 
store entrance were marked for 
parents with babies or for 
parents and blue badge holders. 

Now some spaces closest to 
the store have been reserved 
only for disabled people. 

And the Mayor of Oldham 
has refused to apologise after 
her official vehicle was parked 
in a disabled bay for two hours 
during a function. 

The council claimed the car 
park’s owners gave Valerie 
Sedgwick permission to park in 
the space and that her driver 
would have moved the car if it 
had been needed by a disabled 
person. 
www.baywatchcampaign.org 
@ See also page 21 


Councils would also have to 
consider the wishes of a carer 
to work or take part in educa- 
tion, training or leisure. 

The private members’ bill 


was steered through the 
Commons by Dr Hywel 
Francis, Labour MP for 


Aberavon, whose disabled son 
died seven years ago. 

Dr Francisy )tolderiine 
Commons during the third 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


Powerchairs promise to you: 
e Part exchange welcome. 


° Free home assessments. 


° We stock machines that carry 


up to 39 stone weight limit. 
¢ Up to 8mph for road use. 


° Up to 50 miles on one battery 


included. 


freephone 0800 0746834 
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www.power-chairs.com 


¢ Free 12 months insurance on new 


models. 
° No VAT. 
° No Driving License required. 


° Finance available on request. 


charge. 


* Automatic battery charge 


° All major credit cards 


accepted. 


Resprays for bays 
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reading: “With more informa- 
tion, appropriate specific child- 
care facilities, opportunities to 
work, lifelong learning and 
leisure, carers’ lives could be 
dramatically improved.” 

Dr Stephen Ladyman, com- 
munity care minister, said the 
government could now “whole- 
heartedly support” the bill, fol- 
lowing various amendments. 

Carers UK® said the bill’s 


Est. 1982 


Changing spaces: The parking bays outside Sainsbury’s in Balham 
before (above) and after DN printed criticisms 


passage to the House of Lords| 
was “wonderful news”. | 

Meanwhile, the Prime) 
Minister has said he is in favour | 
of extending the right to 
request flexible working to car-| 
ers, giving them the same rights| 
as parents, although’ 
any change will be subject to a 
review of the existing laws| 


in 2006. 


*www.carersonline.org.uk 


In brief_| 


Free legal advice : 
A law firm is to provide free 
advice to help parents of | 
children with autism chal- 
lenge the decisions of local 
education authorities 
through Special Educational 
Needs Tribunals. 

Addleshaw Goddard will 
help parents who have con- 
tacted the National Autistic 
Society’s Advocacy for 
Education service*. 

*0845 0704002. 


Book of the year 

An autobiography about 
childhood, ghosts, illness 
and family has been named 
Mind Book of the Year. 

Hilary Mantel’s Giving 
Up The Ghost* was chosen 
for making the greatest liter- 
ary contribution to helping 
the public understand men- 
tal distress. 

The judges were Fay 
Weldon, Blake Morrison 
and Michele Roberts, 
*Fourth Estate, 2003, £16.99 


News 5 


A judge has ruled that it is “rea- 
sonable” for a disabled man to 
cravel 45 miles out of his way 
yecause of an inaccessible plat- 
form at a Norfolk station. 

Wheelchair user Keith Roads 
cannot change platforms at 
Thetford station to catch a train 
to Norwich because the con- 
necting bridge is not accessible. 

Instead, he has to pay £45 
ferea taxi to come from 
Norwich and drive him to the 
other platform. There are no 
accessible taxis in Thetford. 

Mr Roads took Central 
Trains to court, claiming that 
they discriminated against him 
because of his disability. 

But Norwich County Court 
ruled that it was not reasonable 
for Central Trains to pay the 
cost of the cab fare. 

Instead, it said, Mr Roads 
should accept Central Trains' 
offer of free train travel to Ely, a 
station 25 minutes away, where 
he could change trains to travel 
back to Norwich. 


Course will raise police awareness of a 


DN CAMPAIGN 


A new training course for 
police officers should raise 
awareness of laws that punish 
care staff who abuse people 
with learning difficulties or 
mental health problems. 

Pee pilots) project _ by 


Its official... there 
are 9.8 million 
disabled adults 


Disability campaigners have 
welcomed the government’s 
announcement that there are 
9.8 million disabled adults in 
the UK. 

The figures, based on new 
statistics, use the definition of 
disability in the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) but 
don’t include people in long- 
term care or children. 

RADAR’s Kate Nash said 
having an official figure of 
almost ten million, compared 
with the previous 8.6 million, 
gives more recognition to dis- 
abled people and “more credi- 
bility to campaigning”. 

The Disability Rights 
Commission, which will also use 
the figure, said more accurate 
statistics will enable the govern- 
ment to plan services better. 

But Lorna Reith, of the 
Disability Alliance, said: “The 
DDA definition includes a lot 
of people who couldn’t claim 
disability benefits.” 
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| 1 Keith Roads can’t cross bridge 
| to reach Norwich platform, so 

| must catch train West to Ely 
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2 At Ely, he changes platform an 
| and catches train back through 
| Thetford toward 


Mr Roads said he was 
acliOckedmatthe result. It 
wouldn’t be reasonable for an 
able-bodied person to go nearly 
one hour out of their way to 
complete a journey.” 

Agnes Fletcher, of the 
Disability Rights Commission, 


Northumbria Police has proved 
such a thatthe 
Association of Chief Police 
Officers (ACPO) is to ask the 
Home Office for funding to roll 
it out across England and Wales. 

The project provides training 
on mental health and learning 
difficulty issues to specialist offi- 
cers, so they can offer round-the- 


SUCCESS 


The Wheelchair Accessible 


Motor Company Ltd 
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Mr Roads finally 
arrives in Norwich after 
- a 50 minute detour 


“Keith’s experiences typify 
the appalling level of service 
disabled people endure every 
day. 

A Central Trains spokesman 
said: “If he was a regular trav- 
eller it would be different.” 


clock assistance to colleagues. 
The course covers the offences 
of ill-treatment and neglect in 
the Mental Health Act. 

DN has reported (DN April) 
how Greater Manchester Police 
was unaware of these offences 
when considering the death of a 
man with learning difficulties 
who drowned in a spa bath. 


The Wheelchair Accessible 
Motor Co Ltd 

Unit 2 Forge Trading Estate 
Mucklow Hill 

Halesowen 

West Mids 

Tel: 0121 550 8844 

Fax: 0121 550 8855 

Web: http://www.wamco.co.uk 


Renault Extra 1.4 petrol with rear fold down ramp, seats 3 plus wheelchair, 1 owner from 
new, immaculate condition for the year and has been fastiduously maintained. 38000 


miles from new. Finished in bright red. 


Only £3,299 


Fiesta 1.3 Courier Chairman conversion with rear fold down ramp, seats 3 plus wheelchair. 


32000 recorded miles, finished in lovely Burgundy red, interior as new! 


Only £3,299 


Diahatsu Hi-jet, rear fold down ramp with electric winch. Seats 3 plus wheelchair. Finished 


in metallic blue, a practical and economic vehicle to own. 33000 miles. 


Only £4,299 


Suzuki Wagon R with rear wheelchair access converted by Jubilee, finished in silver 
metallic with 39000 recorded miles, 1 owner from new. Easy to park, easy to drive and 


cheap to run! 


Only £5,499 


Suzuki Wagon R with rear wheelchair access, with a genuine 6000 miles recorded. Finished in 


bright silver metallic. Take it from us — this vehicle's condition is like new! 


Only £6,999 


WW Transporter 2.5 TDi Automatic with rear fold down ramp and electric winch. Seats 4 
plus wheelchair, with plenty of space for luggage and a brace of St Bernard dogs! Diesel 
economy, power steering and with only 38000 recorded miles - an absolute pleasure to 


drivel 


Only £8,999 


Suzuki \Wagon R 1.3 GL Automatic rear wheelchair access with 3 seats plus wheelchair, finished 
in silver metallic. Power steering, electric windows, central locking. Full service history with Main 


agent, last serviced 2004. This vehicle is in showroom condition. 6000 miles. 


Only £9,999 


Ford Galaxy 1.9 TDi GLX manual with rear wheelchair access converted by Brotherwood. 
Metallic green coachwork with aircon, power steering, electric windows, central locking. 
1 owner from new and in superb condition. Seats 4 plus wheelchair in luxury and style! 


Only £11,999 


Renault Kangoo 1.5 dCi Authentique. Rear wheelchair access vehicle with lowered floor. Power 


steering, remote central locking, ABS. Lovely condition with low mileage. 


p, seating for 4 plus wheelchair. This 
player, full electrics pack and only 6000 


Chrysler Voyager 2.5 CRD LX, rear f 
luxurious vehicle has full rang 
miles! Absolute bargain at: 


Only £12,499 


Only £21,999 


Brand new Fiat Doblos with lowered floor wheelchair accessibility, choice of colours 


and engines from £11,750. 


All vehicles sold with warranty and a full 12 months MOT (where applicable). 
Finance available and part exhanges more than welcome! 


Wheelchair accessible vehicles always wanted for cash. 


arce track Concern over 


equalities bill 


The government’s plans for a 
single equalities commission 
have finally been published, 
amid widespread concern that 
they will not bring disability 
legislation up to date with that 
for other groups. 

Campaigners 
plans in the new white paper* 
to set up a disability committee 
for the first five years of the 
commission’s life and guaran- 
tee at least one disabled person 
on its board. But long-standing 
calls for a single equalities act 
to put disabled people on the 
same legal footing as other 
strands from the outset seemed 
to have been ignored. 

Bert Massie, chair of the 
Disability Rights Commission, 
warned that without this, the 
Commission for Equality 
and Human Rights (CEHR) 
would be more likely to fail 
than succeed. 


welcomed 


Peter Bagshaw, assistant 
chief constable of North 
Yorkshire Police, who leads on 
disability for ACPO, said: “I am 
very pleased, and optimistic 
that this new training will 
enhance the quality of response 
the police are able to give when 
people with learning difficulties 
or mental health problems 


oT pail 


responsibility for access. 


Living Foundation. 


the M40 at junction 3/4. 


DESI 


Tel: 016 


A qualified designer who is also disabled will make all the difference 
to the design of your accessible kitchen 


Design Matters understands that access should not mean sacrificing 
choice, quality or value for money. The company provides a comprehensive 
design, supply and installation service to individuals, OTs and others with a 


Adam Thomas, a wheelchair user since 1981, has 20 years professional 
experience of access issues. He designed both kitchens at the Disabled 


Design Matters is a family run business with over 25 years design 
experience. Its accessible showroom has easy parking and is located just off 


S 
tee, 


Y AND FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 
seein Aries House, Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath 
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP10 9NB | 
28 531584 Website: www.dmkbb.co.uk | | 


hee ee 


“From day one of the com- 
mission’s life there would be 
serious fault lines in its legal 
powers across the strands 
which could sow the seeds for 
future disharmony,” he said. “It 
is not too late for the govern- 
ment to think again on this and 
give the CEHR a better start.” 

Kate Nash, director of 

RADAR, said the joint commis- 
sion could make important 
inroads in mainstreaming dis- 
ability equality, but warned: 
“The fact that current disability 
rights legislation contains sub- 
stantial loopholes as well as pro- 
visions for “justifiable” less 
favourable treatment means that 
disabled people have yet to win 
comprehensive human rights.” 
* Fairness For All: A New 
Commission For Equality And 
Human Rights, www.dti.gov.uk. 
To respond, email: equality.project 
@dti.gsi.gov.uk by 6 August. 


use laws 


come to our attention.” 

Meanwhile, DN and the 
charity Turning Point have met 
officials from the departments 
of health and constitutional 
affairs (DCA) to discuss the 
campaign. 

A DCA spokeswoman said 
they found the meeting “useful 
and productive”. 


.. bringing you 
ACCESSIBLE DESIGN 
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Sail away: Michael Aspel (centre back) with members of disabled sail- 
ing club Sussex Sailability as he named the club’s new boat “Marky” 
at Sussex Yacht Club, Shoreham-by-Sea. The boat has been adapted 
for disabled people and will be used by the club’s 82 members. 


DN CAMPAIGN ) 


Councillors in a London bor- 


ough have delivered unanimous 
backing for the campaign to 
extend winter fuel payments to 
severely disabled people. 

The Haringey councillors 
were voting on a motion on 
council tax help for older peo- 
ple, but it included a call for the 
extension. 

Lorna Reith, chief executive 
of Disability Alliance and a 


Haringey Labour councillor, 
was responsible for the amend- 
ment. She said extending the 
payments to severely disabled 
people under 65 could benefit 
more than 5,000 people in the 
borough. 

She said: “I hope local gov- 
ernment associations pick up 
on this and brief local authori- 
ties round the country.” 

Meanwhile, 143 MPs have 
signed Roger Berry’s winter 
fuel payments early day motion 
(number 108). 


Driven out 


A woman with diabetes who 
was kicked off a paramedic 
training course four days before 
it was due to start has lost her 
case at an employment tribunal. 

Claire Blanshard gave up her 
job as a hairdresser after she 
was given a place on the course, 
but is now doing temporary 
work with West Yorkshire 
Metropolitan Ambulance 
Service (WY MAS) after it with- 
drew its offer. 

“They knew I was diabetic 
and said it was fine but then 
they changed their mind. It’s a 
nightmare,” she said. 

WY MAS said its decision 
followed Driver and Vehicle 
Licensing Agency advice that 
people with insulin-treated dia- 


Participation of disabled people 
in society varies according to 
where they live, says a new 
study which offers a scientific 
basis for the social model of 
disability. 

The survey of 443 families of 
children with cerebral palsy 
(ep) across Seidistricrsyin 
north east England showed 
participation depended as 
much on what area they lived in 
as factors such as intellectual 
impairment. 

In the best areas, the score 


Stretch out with our 
new Slimline bathlift 


| 
: 
: 
| 
' 


The new NEPTUNE bathlift from Mountway offers users the ability to take 
a warming bath with complete independence and safety, at any time. 


Because of the unique slimline design, you are able to sit low and well back in 
the bath, perfect for the tallest people and those with restricted movement. 


A simple push button mechanism will lower you gently into the bath 
and raise you, in your time and at your convenience. 


Recommended by professionals, the NEPTUNE’S light weight and 
slimline design is rapidly making it a UK favourite. 


To find out more, please call 


01495 718000 


Email: newneptune@mountway.co.uk 
Web: www.mountway.co.uk 


betes should not drive ambu- 
lances. 

This is despite new laws that 
came in last year and allow 
people with well-managed dia- 
betes to drive ambulances. 

The tribunal ruled that it was 
acceptable for the ambulance 
service to withdraw its offer of 
employment in this case. 

A Diabetes UK spokeswoman 
said people with diabetes face a 
“lottery”, depending on whether 
an ambulance service will allow 
them to drive or not. 

She said people with dia- 
betes should be allowed to 
drive if they pass a medical. 
The charity is now considering 
seeking a judicial review to 
clarify the position. 


Research provides evidence 
Winter fuel backing] for social model of disability 


for overall participation — 
including educational and 
social integration, physical 
independence and the economic 
impact of disability - was more 
than ten per cent higher than 
the worst areas. 

Social integration varied by 
up to 18 per cent. 

The research took into 
account variations in impair- 
ment, from mobility and com- 
munication to the type of cp. 

Stephen Jarvis, professor of 
community child health at the 


new 


neptune 


bath lift 
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Easy handling 
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Value for money 
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Tim Hoy 


(above), of 
Diabetes Discrimination in| 
Employment, called for an end | 
to “arbitrary discrimination” 
and said reasonable adjust- | 
ments should be based on indi- 
vidual circumstances. 


University of Newcastle upon | 
Tyne, one of the researchers, 
said: “Even when you take into | 
account the different types of | 
children with cp, some children | 
participate far more than oth- | 
ers and that appears to be | 
dependent on where they live. 
} 
| 
| 
| 


“What is striking is the | 
extent of difference between | 
those who live in the best and | 
worst districts. We aren’t saying | 
environment is totally responsi- 
ble, but we are saying it has a 
major effect.” 

} 


£500k BSL boost 
| 
: 
| 


The government has 
announced: “an. “extra 
£500,000 to raise awareness 
of British Sign Language and 
train people to teach it. 

It brings the amount 
pledged following BSL’s 
recognition last year as an 
official language to £1.5m. 

Those awarded funding 
include the British Deaf 
Association, the National 
Deaf Children’s Society and 
the UK Council on Deafness 
Consortium. 


RNIB Lottery scoop 
The Royal National Institute 
of the Blind has been 
awarded more than 
£500,000 by the National 
Lottery. 

The award, the largest the 
charity has received from the 
lottery, will be used to reor- 
ganise its volunteering 
scheme and employ ten new 
regional volunteer develop- 
ment managers. 
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Performance and 
handling indoors 
and out 


Typhoon is the latest innovation from Invacare. 


Using highly advanced patented technology, this 


to provide an outdoor/indoor solution for those 


who require enhanced features and options. 


@® Centre wheel drive 
® Excellent manoeuvrability 
® Unrivalled stability 

® Variety of seating options 


® Stylish modern design 


My”. Pee = 
(edn ABN Oebaos a 
a re ee ' 
, fiat Wa ‘ | 
X i | Ae ermal, 4 » 
We ba = 
NX =e ‘= | } j 
Se 
ey 
~ a 
FP. = = a 


Walking beam 


— od Fe A ane an 


ee ie ee AR Rae . Afat_seese Fey.  »~ee 
ease contact Invacare on:-Q1656 /53262/266 
Sate J eos : Soe: oN : 2 eS Sa bse oF RS oar - Ty = 4 


centre wheel drive power chair has been developed 
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§ News 


New disability bill will 
ignore trains access date 


The joint committee responsi- 
ble for the new Disability 
Discrimination Bill has finished 
scrutinising it and was due to 
make its findings known as DN 
went to press. 

The committee will decide 
whether the definition of dis- 
ability should be expanded to 
cover people with mental 
health problems, but will not 
set an end date for trains to be 
accessible, an issue which 
will now go out for further 
consultation. 

Speaking in the House of 


Lords, Lord Morris of 
Manchester urged the govern- 
ment to back the Disability 
Rights Commission’s call for 
public authorities to have a 
duty to anticipate the needs of 
disabled people rather than 
having to react to requests for 
“reasonable adjustments”. 

Lord Morris also urged the 
government to guarantee that 
the bill would become law dur- 
ing this parliament. 

The government confirmed 
it was “on track” to introduce 
the bill this parliament. 


Going 


for gold: Danny Crates (left) shows off his Paralympic medal 


with Ebony Doughin, who won the 100m at a Paralympic-style event 
organised by Waltham Forest Council and attended by more than 
120 disabled children. It supported the London bid for the 2012 
Olympics and encouraged disabled children to take part in sport. 
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Q: “Where’s the Key?” 


A: “In the KeySafe... 


Just enter the code!” 


USED BY CRIME PREVENTION, 
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AND CARE MANAGERS ALIKE 
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For a FREE catalogue:- 


SUPRA UK Ltd, Woodleigh House, 


Tagwell Road, Droitwich Spa, 
Worcestershire, WRI 7BW 


Fax: 01905 797773, email: sales@keysafe.co.uk 


Order Hotline: 08700 KEYSAFE (539723) 


Delivery within 3 days on receipt of order. 
Full refund if not satisfied and goods returned 
in good working order within 14 days. 


Jobcentre ramp blocked 


Disabled people in Coventry 
have to make an appointment if 
they want to use their local job- 
centre because a ramp giving 
access to the building is 
blocked by a brick wall. 

When the jobcentre opened 
in March 2003, contractors for 
the Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) built a wall to 
separate its entrance from the 
estate agent next door. 

A spokesman for the build- 
ing’s owner said this was a con- 
dition of the jobcentre moving 
in. But the wall also blocks 
access from the ramp. 

DN reader Keith Hirons, a 
wheelchair user, now has to 
make an appointment, go to 
the back of the building and 
phone a security guard, to 
access Sheriffs Court Jobcentre. 

“It’s ludicrous. The build- 


“Blatant discrimination”: Ramp gives good access to the estate | 


agent, but the wall at the top blocks the way into the jobcentre 


ing’s got a ramp. For 12 months 
they’ve been totally ignoring 
health and safety regulations. 
It’s blatant discrimination.” 

A DWP spokesman admitted 
that the wall blocks a fire exit 


and said: “We have been nego- 


tiating with the landlord to 


demolish the wall and are} 
awaiting planning permission | 


to remove the wall and con- 
struct a ramp.” 


Improvements ‘barely scratch surface’ 


Government initiatives to 
improve the lives of people with 
learning difficulties “barely 
scratch the surface of what is 
needed”, according to a charity. 

Mencap spoke out after the 
government published its sec- 
ond annual report* on services 
for people with learning diffi- 
culties. 

The report describes new 
initiatives introduced by gov- 
ernment departments, includ- 
ing a conference on parenting 
to be run by people with learn- 
ing, difficulties, and the involve- 


ment of people with learning 
difficulties in the development 
of the Mental Incapacity Bill. 

Health minister Stephen 
Ladyman said “a lot of good 
progress” had been made in the 
three years since the Valuing 
People white paper was pub- 
lished. 

He said: “There is still much 
more to be done to ensure 
that people with learning 
disabilities are fully included in 
society and I would urge 
my other 
departments not to lose this 
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working together 


For further information ring 


01536 443888 


Freerider (UK) Ltd, Freepost Mid 16985, Corby, Northants NN17 4BR 
Fax: 01536 443999 E-mail: info@freerider.co.uk Web site: www.freerider.co.uk 


impressive momentum.” 
But Jo Williams, chief execu- 


tive of Mencap, said: “We feel | 
the government needs to ensure 
that at local level Valuing | 
People’s aims are implemented | 


more effectively. 


“Tocal authorities need real | 
incentives to implement the | 


white paper properly and 
performance indicators to 
monitor progress.” 

*Valuing People: Moving 
Forward Together at 
www.valuingpeople.gov.uk/ 
latestnews.htm 


| Inbrief | | 


Find an expert 
The Centre for Accessible 
Environments has launched 
a free service* to help dis- 
abled and older people find 
experts to adapt their homes. 
The House Adaptations 
Advisory Service is a 
register of UK professionals 
with experience in accessible 
design. 
*Contact Paul Highman, 
tel/text 020 73578182, fax 
020 73578183 or email 


paul. highman@cae.org.uk 
Web wisdom 
A new centre’ at the 


University of East London 
will use the internet and other 
new media to help people 
with learning difficulties, 
their families and carers com- 
municate and share expertise. 
The > Rixi-Centres for 
Innovation and Learning 
Disability is named after 
Mencap president Lord Rix, 
the university’s chancellor. 
www.rixcentre.org 


disabilitynow June 2004 


{i 
f 
( 


News 9 


Anger at DWP 


A disabled parish councillor 
claims the Department for 
“Work and Pensions (DWP) 
humiliated him through an 
investigation into his expenses. 

Terry Picchi (right) and his 
wife Ellaine, from Blidworth, 
Nottinghamshire, were elected 
in May 2003 and by December 
had claimed just £17 in mileage 
expenses between them. 
| In April, Mr Picchi received a 
“message from the DWP warn- 
‘ing he would receive a visit to 
discuss his income support. 
During the interview, he was 
told he was being checked out 
because the DWP had discov- 


vered he was a parish councillor. 


72 P. 

He then had to show his 
parish clerk a DWP letter ask- 
ing for confirmation of his 
expenses and that he did not 
receive any allowances. 


Mr Picchi said: “It made me 
feel like a second-rate citizen and 


probe) Letter blitz aims 
to end means 
testing for kids 


a criminal. It was degrading and 
humiliating.” 

He said he is now consider- 
ing not standing for re-election 
in three years time and wants to 
hear from other councillors 
who been 
through similar experiences 
with the DWP*. 

A DWP spokeswoman said 
she was not able to comment 
on an individual case, but 
added: “Our procedures for the 
investigation of possible fraud 
are the same for everyone. We 
have a responsibility to ensure 


may have 


that taxpayers’ money is being 
spent as it should be.” 
“terry.picchi@ntlworld.com 


Frustration at Spray delay 


| DN CAMPAIGN 


People with multiple sclerosis 
wwill have to wait at least anoth- 
er month and could have to 
ic until the end of the year 
before they can be prescribed a 
cannabis-based medicine. 

GW Pharmaceuticals, the 
company that has developed 
a cannabis-based _ spray, 


To request a free brochure, please contact Invacare 


announced in January that it 
expected the government to 
give the go-ahead in June. 

But now, it says, it has to 
submit further information to 
the Medicines and Healthcare 
Products Regulatory Agency 
before a licence can be granted. 

A GW Pharmaceuticals 
spokesman said it will have a 
clearer picture of the timescale 
involved at the end of this 


month but is confident that the 
spray, Sativex, will be approved. 

“We are aware that patients 
must find it frustrating and are 
pushing as fast as we can. Our 
application started in March 
2003 and 12 to 18 months is not 
unusual,” he said. 

Once a licence is granted, it 
will take a few weeks for the 
drug to be distributed and for 
people to receive it. 


Campaigners aiming to abolish 
means tests for the families of 
disabled children applying for 
the disabled facilities grant are 
launching a letter-writing blitz 
on MPs in England and Wales. 

The Homes Fit for Children 
campaign, which succeeded in 
abolishing the test in Northern 
Ireland, is writing to every MP 
demanding to know why par- 
ents in England and Wales are 
still subject to it. 

It is also calling on parents 
of disabled children to write to 
their local MPs about how the 
grant application 
affects them and urging them 
to sign early day motion 770. 

Meetings are being organised 
across the country to galvanise 
support among parent groups 
and the campaign has the back- 
ing of high profile organisations 
such as Barnardos, Contact a 
Family and Scope. 

Brendan McKeveer, of 
Homes Fit for Children, said 
parents’ influence had been 


process 


Tornado” 


Unlimited mobility 
IN limited space 


Introducing the latest centre wheel drive power chair 


“essential” in winning the cam- 
paign in Northern Ireland. 

He added: “We believe it is 
the right of every disabled child 
to have a safe, accessible house, 
but because of the means test, 
this right is being denied in 
some cases. The means test 
doesn’t take into account the 
full additional costs of caring 
for a disabled child, such as 
replacing wheelchairs and other 
equipment, and isn’t a true 
reflection of income and expen- 
diture. If you have a higher 
mortgage, for example, that’s 
not taken into consideration.” 

A government spokeswoman 
said the grant was being looked 
at under the 2004 spending 
review, results of which would 
be announced later this year. 

The test had been amended 
to reflect extra costs involved in 
caring for a disabled child and 
funding for the grant had been 
increased to £101.5m for the 
coming year, she said. 

e see also page 25 


from Invacare. The Tornado offers a fully supportive 


solution for any indoor environment combining an 


@ Centre wheel drive 


extremely tight turning circle with a compact design. 


e@ Ultimate manoeuvrability 


@ Multiple seating options 


Tilt in space 


on:- 01656 753262/266 
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@ Low seat to ground 


@ 35° tilt in space 
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Air care 


olans still 
grounded 


A code to improve air travel for disabled people has been operating for a year — with limited success, says Lucy Glynn. 


t is just over a year since the 

government launched a code 

of practice to improve air 

travel for disabled people. 
But while British Airways, 
BMI, EasyJet, Excel Airlines, 
FlyBE, Mytravel and Virgin 
Atlantic all say they abide by 
the code, DN readers are not 
convinced. 

The voluntary code was 
introduced in March 2003 and 
aims to improve the standard of 
service disabled people receive 
when flying and to reduce 
damage to wheelchairs. 

But it is difficult to obtain 
figures to show how things have 
improved. Neither transport 
watchdog the Air Transport 
Users Council (ATUC) or the 
Disability Rights Commission 
keep figures on the number of 
complaints about airlines or the 
number of claims for compen- 
sation for wheelchair damage. 


Living independently — 


In March, the government 
appointed the Transport 
Research Laboratory (TRL) to 
assess the code’s impact and it 
will publish its findings at the 
end of this year. Until then, 
measuring progress is depen- 
dent upon what the airlines say 
they are doing compared with 
disabled people’s experiences. 

Simon Buck, a spokesman 
for the British Air Transport 
Association, admits awareness 
about disability is limited in 
some parts of the industry and 
he expects the first TRL report 
to be a benchmark, with things 
improving over the next year. 

EasyJet says it is abiding by 
the code and that in the last 12 
months it received only 20 com- 
plaints from passengers about 
wheelchair damage, out of 
“several thousand of whom 
travelled with their wheelchairs 
without incident”. 


Christies Care provides help for people who 
want to remain in their own homes and need 


help to do so. 


* Do you want us for a week or two, for months or for years? 
* Do you want us regularly perhaps two weeks in four? 


* We monitor regularly to make 


you are happy 


* 24 hour Duty Manager available d_ 


* Well trained stff 
* We visit before we s&rt 


www .christiescare.com 


mail@christiescare.com 


sure 


mi Please ring or e-mail for a discussion or 


cbs our free booklet 01728 605000 


It is in airlines’ interest to 
make sure the code is success- 
ful, because none of them want 
to see new legislation. In a let- 
ter to the government about the 
Disability Discrimination Bill, 
British Airways said new legis- 
lation would place them “at a 
significant competitive disad- 


‘| had to be carried off in 
front of a plane full of 
passengers. It just 
makes you really angry’ 


vantage” compared with for- 
eign airlines and that the volun- 
tary code route should be given 
a proper chance before legisla- 
tion is considered. 

But the experience of DN 
readers is that airlines are not 
taking the needs of disabled 
passengers seriously enough 
and laws will have to be 


brought in. 

Regular flyer Fran William- 
son, from Cambridge, had her 
wheelchair damaged on a flight 
in October. She says there has 
“been no improvement” since 
the code was introduced. 

Jo Barnes, also from 
Cambridge, agrees. She was 
stranded on a plane at Stansted 
Airport for 45 minutes waiting 
to disembark. In the end she 
was strapped into an emer- 
gency chair and lifted down. “I 
was so embarrassed. I had to be 
carried off in front of a plane 
full of passengers. It just makes 
you really angry,” she says. 

Kathy Gould had a bad expe- 
rience when she flew to the 
Greek island of Mykonos in 
May 2003. When they landed, 
she was told her scooter was not 
on the plane, but she noticed the 
battery compartment for the 
scooter by a kerb on the way to 


Caroline and Colin Northover 
invite you to stay at 


Tregoninny Farm near Truro (2 miles) 
for bed and breakfast. 


Very secluded and peaceful working farm 
with recently converted barns specifically 
designed for disabled access and needs. 


(All categories) 
Most rooms en suite, TV, tea-making etc. 


Beautiful panoramic views over unspoilt 
countryside from the dining room. 


Ideal base for exploring Cornwall. 
e Eden Project 
e Heligan Gardens 
e North and south scenic coastline 
All rooms non-smoking. Cot available. 
Rates from £20pp + VAT 
Weekend and short breaks November-March 


Discount for group bookings. 
Tel: 01872 520145 Fax: 01872 264406 
email: caroline.northover@btinternet.com 


the terminal. “The bodywork of 
the housing had been broken 
and the broken piece was lying 
on top,” she recalls. 

David Peacock’s wheelchair 
was damaged on a flight last 
year but although he phoned 
and wrote to the company, he 


says they didn’t respond. “They | 
weren’t interested or bothered. 


In the end, I just paid for it 
myself. I couldn’t be bothered 


dealing with all the hassle sort- | 


ing out insurance or compensa- 
tion. What do you do?” 


Peacock is not the only read- | 


er who has paid for his chair to 
be replaced because of low or 
non-existent compensation 
rates. This is because compen- 
sation for damaged or lost lug- 


gage is currently dictated by the 


70-year-old Warsaw 
Convention which recommends 
£14.82 per kilo, with a maxi- 
mum of 20 kilos or £296.40. 
But as of 28 June, the 
Montreal Convention will 
supersede the Warsaw 
Convention and increase the 
level of compensation up to 
£850 per passenger. The gov- 


ernment says this will lead toa | 


“significant improvement” for 
disabled passengers. 


However, Phil Friend (above), . 


who launched DN’s Flight 


Rights campaign in August 2000 | 


because he became so fed up 
with his wheelchair being 
repeatedly damaged during 
flights, is not impressed. “Some 
of the kids’ wheelchairs cost 
£10,000, not £850,” he says. 
While the code is not perfect, 
the Disabled Persons’ Transport 
Advisory Committee says its 
existence has helped to increase 
disabled people’s awareness of 
the service airlines should be 
providing and so are in a better 
position to demand them. 
Keeping up the pressure on 
airlines, it seems, is the only 
way to make sure they realise 
their responsibility towards 
their customers, do what they 


should be doing and that things 


continue to improve. 
e To fill in a survey form visit 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
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News 11 


A month for a seat 


A hospital trust forced a man 
with paraplegia to use an unsafe 
shower seat for more than a 
month because its occupational 
therapy service had been ordered 
not to overspend its budget. 
Even though Richard 
Church’s occupational therapist 
| (OT) had requested “urgent 
action” on 3 March, her manag- 
Eg said she couldn’t place an 
porder for a new shower chair 
‘until the end of the month, when 
| the new financial year began. 
Mr Church, from 
Buckinghamshire, first asked 
| for a new seat in January but 


iy 
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A group of 24 charities is calling 
) on the government to end the 
| “arbitrary” ban on people over 
| 65 receiving disability benefits. 

_ The coalition, which is led by 
| Help the Aged, and includes the 
) Disability Rights Commission 
, and the Motor Neurone Disease 


fh 
i 


| Association, has launched a 


campaign* to end the ban which 
| prevents people who become 
| disabled after the age of 65 from 
‘receiving Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA). 
The coalition says older dis- 


zi 
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To request a free 
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had to wait until March for an 
appointment with the OT. 

While he waited for action, 
he had to wrap tape around the 
seat, adding to the risk of pres- 
sure sores. He had spent nine 
months of the previous two 
years in hospital, recovering 
from a recurrent sore. 

The Community OT Service 
is run by Wycombe Primary 
Care Trust on behalf of Bucking- 
hamshire County Council. 

Mr Church said the situation 
had been a farce’ “It 1s not 
acceptable to say you have run 
out of money,” he added. 


abled people lose out because 
they are denied the mobility 
component of DLA, worth up to 
£41 a week. They are also more 
likely to lose their independence, 
because without DLA they can- 
not use the Motability scheme. 
A Help the Aged spokes- 
woman said older people’s 
exclusion from DLA “is one of 


the most serious injustices in 
the current system”. 

A Department for Work and 
Pensions spokesman said the 
government had no plans to 


In a joint statement, the trust 
and council apologised to Mr 
Church for the delay and said 
they were working to “try and 
ensure that incidents of this 
nature do not occur again”. 

OT’s have now been asked to 
“clearly mark any orders if the 
patient’s health would be put at 
risk through a delay in equip- 
ment being supplied”. 

They said they were plan- 
ning to hold some surplus 
equipment in stock in the 
future and were setting up a 
county-wide integrated com- 
munity equipment store. 


all to end DLA age ‘lottery 


change the law. “DLA is for peo- 
ple who are disabled relatively 
early in their lives. People over 
65 have Attendance Allowance, 
pension credits, free TV licence 
and extra fuel payments.” 

In a separate campaign, the 
Coalition on Charging is call- 
ing for disabled people over 65 
to be allowed to apply for sup- 
port from the Independent 
Living Fund (DN March). 
*Mobilise: End age discrimina- 
tion in disability benefits. 
wuww.helptheaged.org.uk/ 
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Infinite talent: Christopher Gibson, with interpreter Yvonne Strain, 
in the film Attack of the Zorgs, one of the science fiction-themed 
arts projects deaf Scottish children have been working on with the 
National Deaf Children’s Society. They were showcased at “To 
Infinity and Beyond”, an event funded by the Scottish Arts Council. 


Refugee guide launched 


A unique and comprehensive 
guide to help people advising 
disabled refugees and asylum 
seekers in London was 
launched last month. 

How to Access Disability 
Services*, produced by the 
National Information Forum 
(NIF), gives thorough, practical 
information about legal rights, 
health, benefits, equipment, edu- 
cation, job and leisure opportu- 


nities and relevant charities. 


Unique power boost 


More than 100 voluntary 
organisations for people with a 
disability or medical condition 
are listed separately. 

“How I wish we had had 
something like this in 1967,” 
said Ram Gidoomal CBE, busi- 
nessman, candidate for London 
Mayor and president of NIF. 
*£5.99 for voluntary organisa- 
tions, £12.99 for statutory organi- 
sations, including pep. Tel: 020 
7402 6681 or visit www.nif.org.uk 


Affordable Freedom 
is not an illusion 


The Invacare Mirage is a compact, transportable power 
chair offering the latest technology for unrivalled safety, 


manoeuvrability and effortless kerb climbing. 


Superior driving performance 


® Excellent adjustability 
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® Compact and manoeuvrable 


Stylish design 


12 News 


eo 


Face value: a new Mencap report encourages arts venues to become 
more welcoming to learning disabled people. Welcoming people with 
a learning disability to your venue features examples of good practice, 
such as Sheffield Arena hosting this performance by Oldham Senior 
Gateway Club. wiww.mencap.org.uk/download/welcoming_people.pdf 


Chip and win 


Disabled people have welcomed 
a new system that authorises 
credit and debit card payments 
with a four-digit PIN number 
instead of a signature. 

Research carried out by the 
Chip and PIN (CAP) pro- 
gramme found 86 per cent of 
disabled and older cardholders 
questioned liked the new sys- 
tem, although some people with 
learning difficulties were wor- 


ried about remembering PINs. 

The Disability Rights 
Commission said CAP should 
continue to work with disabled 
people’s groups as the new sys- 
tem was phased in. 

CAP said that those who 
found the system difficult 
should contact their bank to 
discuss alternatives. 
www.chipandpin.co.uk 
@ see Get in Gear, page 20 


WWW.SPACEHOG.ORG.UK 


Disabled drivers have a legal and moral right 
i to accessible parking, free from 
able-bodied driver misuse. 


Failure of hotels, banks, supermarkets, 
hospitals, fast food restaurants, 
universities, or leisure centres 
to provide “monitored” 
abuse-free parking may result in 
compensation being payable 


to disabled customers. 
for details see 


You can now also report to us “on-line”, any poor 
or inaccessible parking facilities that you feel 
would benefit from Spacehog’s award-winning 


and internationally proven solutions. 


Stopping Bay Misuse 


Spacehog 


Spacehog Disabled Parking Systems Ltd, Technology Centre, B95-5PP 


See web-site for scale of compensation potentially payable for non-accessible disabled bays. 
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Teachers call for 
fewer SEN kids 


Disability campaigners have 
refuted calls from a major 
teachers’ union to reduce the 
numbers of children with spe- 
cial educational needs (SEN) in 
mainstream schools. 

Delegates at the the National 
Association of Schoolmasters 
and Union of Women Teachers 
(NASUWT) annual conference 
voted overwhelmingly for more 
special school provision and 
reinstatement of alternative pro- 
vision for pupils with behav- 
ioural difficulties. 

Executive member Amanda 
Haehner said teachers viewed 
greater inclusion as a cost-cut- 
ting measure which caused 
“disruption and disaffection”. 

Parents for Inclusion said it 
appreciated some teachers felt 


Smart home opens doors 


The first “smart” home for 
people with dementia opens 
this month in east London, 
providing new technology to 
enable people to live more inde- 
pendently. 

The pioneering flat, designed 
by Bath Institute of Medical 
Engineering (BIME), features a 
cooker which warns people 
when their food is overheating; 
lights which come on if they get 
up to use the toilet; a bath which 


Supported by: 


HSBC 


powerless, but “casting off chil- 
dren with SEN” was not the 
answer. It said: “The NASUWT 
is correct in thinking that inclu- 
sion will not come about piece- 
meal or by dumping young peo- 
ple in inadequate circum- 
stances.” 

It added: “We know of plenty 
of schools out there which, by 
taking a whole school approach 
to every child, very successfully 
include every child in their care.” 

The National Autistic 
Society disagreed with the 
NASUWT proposal and called 
for an ongoing commitment to 
properly resource the current 
policy, with more training for 
teachers in mainstream schools. 

lrmicamewasttan’ Audit 
Commission survey showed 


warns if it is getting full; and 
prompts to go back to bed if 
people wander during the night. 

The design attempts to mir- 
ror the responses of personal 
carers and puts the person with 
dementia more in control, with 
the house providing verbal 
prompts before taking action to 
turn off taps, shut down gas 
supplies or contact wardens. 

If it proves a success, Housing 
21, the association involved in 


&B)Shaw Trust 


Supporting 
Disadvantaged 
and-Disabled 
Young-Reople 


Official publication: 


schools remain dissatisfied with | 
levels of SEN support from | 
local education authorities. 

Meanwhile, education minis- | 
ter Catherine Ashton gave a_ 
sign of the government’s | 
continued commitment to) 
inclusion by backing two new | 
publications aimed at support- | 
ing inclusive education’. 

And the government is seek- 
ing views** on how the achieve- | 
ments of children with SEN can | 


be fairly reflected in school | 
league tables. | 
*All Equal: All Different, teach- 

ers’ resource pack, tel: 020 7359 | 
2855; Index for Inclusion, a set of | 
materials to support early years |, 
settings, £26, tel: 0117 344 4007 | 
**See web: www.dfes.gov.uk/ | 
consultations/index.cfm 


\ 
: 
the project, is expected toy 
extend the technology to other . 
sheltered housing schemes. 
Dr Roger Orpwood, director | 
at BIME, who spoke about the | 
project at a Royal Academy of 
Engineering conference, told | 
DN: “Using this kind of tech- | 
nology to support people with 
dementia has never been done | 
before. We are already getting a | 
lot of interest from housing 
associations.” 


GLAD appointment 
Greater London Action on 
Disability has appointed 
Patricia Pashley as its new 
chief executive. 

She replaces Reg 
McLaughlin, who stood | 
down after four years to | 
work as a freelance disability 
consultant and spend more | 
time with his family. 

Ms Pashley, who currently | 
works at Disability Wessex 
and Bournemouth local edu- 
cation authority, will start 
the job in July. 


I 
I 
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Last month, we reported 
that Southend Council was 
planning to close many of its 
public toilets. 

In fact, it is Shepway 
Council which is closing the 
toilets. 

Southend Council has just - 
opened three new blocks of | 
toilets, each of which fea- 


Correction 


tures accessible facilities. 
We apologise for the error. 


News 13 


Garden shortlisted 


A Cheshire museum has been from Astmoor day centre in 
shortlisted for the country’s Runcorn to work on gardening 


News 
review 


A round-up of news in the 
mainstream media from 
the last few weeks 


largest arts prize for its work projects alongside museum staff. 

with gardeners from a local day Among successes this year 

centre. was the fecreationmot a 
Norton Priory Museum and medieval herb garden. 


Gardens was one of three run- Pictured are head gardener 
500,000 abused ners-up for the £100,000 John Budworth (left) and 
An estimated 500,000 older Gulbenkian award. It was short- | Astmoor member Phil Jones in 


people in England are being 
abused at any one time, 
according to a parliamen- 
tary report. 

The Health Committee 
said many older people were 
unable, too frightened or 
too embarrassed to report 
the abuse. It criticised the 
lack of training for profes- 
sionals and called for 
stricter controls. 
www.publications. 
parliament.uk 


listed for a scheme which allows _ the Norton Priory grounds. 
people with learning difficulties = www.nortonpriory.org 


(his FUE (VC. 


New cooling device 
A new device for cooling the 
heads of babies deprived of 
oxygen at birth cuts the 
chance of them dying or 
becoming severely disabled 
by brain damage, 
researchers say. 

A team from University 
College London Hospitals 
discovered the “cooling cap” 
technique could minimise 
the risk of brain damage. 
www.action.org.uk 


New hips unproven 
One in ten consultants carry 
out hip replacement surgery 
using prostheses that have 
not been proved to be effec- 
tive, a parliamentary com- 
mittee said. 

The Committee of Public 
Accounts said there had been 
some improvements in the 
three years since its last report 
into hip replacements. But it 
raised concerns about the 
large variation in the cost of 
operations and the one in ten 
consultants who accepted 
“incentives” from hip pros- 
thesis manufacturers. 
www.publications. 
parliament.uk 


STERLING 


Hormone autism link 
Babies exposed to higher lev- 
els of the male hormone 
testosterone in the womb may 
be more likely to develop 
autism, a researcher claimed. 
Professor Simon Baron- 
Cohen told the British 
Psychological Society of a 
link between higher levels of 
the hormone and social dif- 
ficulties associated with the 
condition. He suggested 
people with autism and 
Asperger syndrome could 
have extreme versions of a 
male-type brain, which is 
less adept at female-type 
skills like empathy. 


Call now for information on a Sterling scooter dealer near you quoting 
reference DNI00 


“ 


puneXS ” 
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14 Health news 


pice mice hope| Access to baths in 


A treatment for cystic fibrosis 
derived from a curry spice has 
produced dramatic results in 
tests on mice and is soon to be 
trialled on humans. 

Scientists at Yale University, 
USA, found curcumin, derived 
from turmeric, could “almost 
completely correct the measur- 
able defects of the disease”. 

People with cystic fibrosis 
(CF) have a gene which pre- 
vents the protein known as 
CFTR from reaching the skin’s 
surface, causing problems in 
the lungs and gut. 

Curcumin acts as a molecu- 
lar chaperone, enabling the 
protein to reach its rightful 
position by starving other pro- 
teins of calcium. 

Problems caused by the 
largely 
disappeared in the tests on mice 


defective gene 


and a human trial is now 


being launched by the US 


G 


Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 
Rosie Barnes, chief executive 

of the Cystic Fibrosis Trust, 

said the results were “extremely 


encouraging”. 

“What’s great about it is this 
treatment is effective for the 
Delta 508 mutation of CF, 
which is by far the most com- 
mon gene in the UK,” she said. 

But she warned the treat- 
ment might not have the same 
effect on humans as mice. 

Dr Jane Davies, a CF spe- 
cialist at the Royal Brompton 
Hospital, London, advised 
against people with CF starting 
to take curcumin until human 
trials are complete, because of 
the lack of quality guarantees 
for supplements and potential 
interactions with other drugs. 

She said a person would have 
to consume 30 curries every day 
to achieve the levels equivalent to 
those given to mice in the study. 


The 


hospital still poor 


Disabled people still have limit- 
ed access to showers and bath 
aids when they are in hospital, 
according to a new survey. 

The research into the condi- 
tion of NHS bathrooms, pub- 
lished in the Journal of the 
Royal Society of Medicine, 
found little had changed since a 
patient survey in 1966. 

There been 
improvements, with alarm sys- 
tems now fitted in all the bath- 
rooms inspected, the use of bath 
hoists “almost universal” and 
many taps now “easy to use”. 

But there were still many 
problems, including the lack of 
simple bath aids, 
that were inaccessible to wheel- 


have some 


showers 


chair users, poor cleanliness 


Catheter deaths unacceptable 


The medical device industry 
must act to stop people dying 
from the poor design of blad- 
der catheters, according to a 
leading expert. 

Research shows long-term 
use of a catheter makes patients 
three times more likely to 
die within a year because of 
infections and complications, 
yet designs have changed 


Solicitors 
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Room 


An online nationwide panel of solicitors acting for disabled clients through secure and confidential online 


files on which the client will be able to take advice and monitor progress. 


All areas of law covered from ‘No Win/No Fee’ personal injury to conveyancing, wills, company law, family 


law, crime, benefits etc 


No charge for clients to register. All legal fees, if any, are as agreed with the referred solicitors. 


Launched in association with Disability Alliance - Register at www.TheSolicitorsRoom.com 


or tel: 


0870 33 00 00 3 


Service provided by The Claim Room.com Ltd, Dallam Court, Dallam Lane, Warrington Cheshire UK WA2 7LT 
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and a lack of privacy. 

Dr Andy Monro and Dr 
Graham Mulley, who led the 
research, analysed the bath- 
rooms of 46 wards in three hos- 
pitals in the north of England. 

They concluded: “We sus- 
pect that the inadequate state 
of hospital bathing facilities is 
a widespread phenomenon.” 

In all, 72 per cent of patients 
included in the survey needed 
help with washing and bathing, 
making access for disabled peo- 
ple a “main priority”, said the 
authors. 

Recommendations included 
better access to showers for 
wheelchair users, more accessi- 
ble mirrors and taps, and 
improved privacy and cleanli- 


little since the 1930s. 

Dr David Stickler, of Cardiff 
School of Biosciences, who 
has studied problems of 
patients with paraplegia with 
long-term catheterisation, said 
the level of deaths associated 
with the devices was “no longer 
acceptable”. 

“At a time when significant 
technological advances are being 
made in many other areas of 
medical care, we should be able 
to solve the relatively simple 


ness. They also called for new { 
access guidelines that would | 
become a “key factor” in a hos- } 


pital’s star rating. 


A Department of Health | 
spokeswoman said it was work- | 


ing closely with the Disability 
Rights Commission and had 
issued access guidance to hos- 
pitals and NHS premises. 

But she added: “Individual 
organisations are responsible 
for interpreting and applying 


the guidance appropriately so | 


that they meet the requirements 
of the Disability 
Discrimination Act.” 

She said the government had 


invested £68 million since 2000 


in helping to keep hospitals 
clean and tidy. 


problem of draining urine from 
the bladder without inducing 
infections. The medical device 
industry must be persuaded to 
take up the challenge,” he told a 


Royal Academy of Engineering | 


conference in April. 
The narrow central channels 
and irregular surfaces inside 


catheters lead to a build up of | 


bacteria and crystalline materi- 
al which causes blockages and 
can trigger problems such as 
kidney stones and septicaemia. 


Long Term Foster 


Carers needed. 


Linesha is now 10 years old. She 
has Autism, severe learning difficulties 
and communication delay. She will be 
affected by Autism for the duration of 
her life however there are no ongoing 


medical 


concerns of any _ sort. 


Linesha has no speech however she 

has a highly developed personality 
that she displays with non-verbal 
communications such as body language 

and gestures. Linesha has a sense of 
humour and an independent spark, she ~ 
will let you know what clothes or food © 
she likes. Linesha enjoys going to | 
church, shopping, watching TV and 
music. She also enjoys puzzles and | 


activities that stimulate her mind. 


Linesha is entitled to a Community Care 
package. She attends a school for 
children with Special Needs during the 
day. She receives after school care and 
day care at a Respite Unit. Linesha also 


participates in holiday play schemes. 


Under Long-term Foster carers needed: Ideally Black African 
Caribbean. However this is not essential and other cultures will be 
considered. It is important that carers have the ability to understand, 
or the motivation to learn about her disability. 


For further information, please 
contact Sandy Ewers at Brent 


eRe E 
@ > 
Pees 
Placements, 328 - 330 High Road, & U ax 
Wembley, HA9 6AZ or telephone 
020 8937 4535 or e-mail 
sandy.ewers@brent.gov.uk 
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Time to get equal. 


et he Set - Ny ee ar eS EN et 


It's time for action. It's time to do something about the inequality disabled people face every single day. It's time to 
spread the word about the Equality Campaign. It's time to get everyone to pledge their support at their nearest Scope 


= 


Shop, online, by phone or by text. It's time to get involved. 


*Standard SMS rate applies. Registered charity number 208231 
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Time for action 


Neil Betteridge is at the forefront of a campaign to unite countries 
across Europe to tackle arthritis. Nuala Calvi catches him as he 
prepares to present the results of a survey of MEP’s attitudes on 
the condition ahead of this month’s European elections 


rthritis is finally getting 

the attention it deserves, 

according to Neil 

etteridge, head of 

public affairs at Arthritis Care 
and vice president of the 
European League Against 
Rheumatism (EULAR). 

This Monday, he has a 
meeting with health minister 
Stephen Ladyman — the first 
time a minister has agreed to 
meet with campaigners to talk 
about arthritis; two weeks ago, 
he shared a conference stage 
with health secretary John 
Reed and Scottish health guru 
Sir David Steel, the former 
Liberal leader; this month, he 
will speak at a meeting in the 
Reichstag with German health 
minister Hans-Peter Hofmann. 

“These people wouldn’t have 
met with us three years ago. 
We’re making real headway,” 
says Betteridge, from the 
cluttered London headquarters 
of Arthritis Care. “We’re on the 
brink of a breakthrough.” 

The arthritis community is 
still beaming about its latest 
achievement: getting a promise 
from the Welsh Assembly 
government to develop a 


national arthritis strategy, the 


first in Europe. The hope is to 
secure a similar concession for 
the rest of the UK. 

It’s not before time. Despite 
arthritis being the single 
biggest causé of disability in 
the UK and one of the biggest 
reasons people claim disability 
benefits, there is as yet no 
National Service Framework 
for the condition and GPs are 
under no obligations in terms 
of the treatment they prescribe 
for patients. 

“Tt’s absurd, but it’s purely 
history. People with arthritis 
haven’t found their voice in the 


‘When you’ve grown up 
with a disease associated 
with older people and 
women, it is quite 
oppressive for a young 
man to identify with’ 


past, so it’s been off the political 
agenda,” Betteridge says. 

“And there’s an attitudinal 
problem. People feel they 
shouldn’t bother their doctor 
about it. It’s, ‘Oh I’m getting 
knee pain but I’m just 
getting old, aren’t I?’. 

“Tt’s not just old people who 


sci 


The freedom 
to take control 


Visit sdl at the Mobility Roadshow, 
Donnington Park on stand number 
D719 (inside) and OS27 (outside). 
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get it and there are more things 
you can do to prevent and 
manage the condition than 
people realise. That has to be 
addressed politically.” 

This image problem is one 
Betteridge himself has 
struggled with. After being 
diagnosed at the age of three 
and spending early childhood 
in physio and hydrotherapy, a 
remarkable remission in his 
teens enabled him to all but 
disown the condition. 

“T was keen, psychologically, 
to push it under the carpet. 
When you’ve grown up with a 
disease associated with older 
people and women, it is quite 
oppressive for a young man to 
identify with. I was happy 
almost to dismiss it as having 
had a bit of a bad leg as a child. 

“But arthritis doesn’t go 
away, even if it is lying low. 
When I was 30, the old 
symptoms came back. I could 
hardly walk, I felt fatigued, 
debilitated. It was a big blow. 
But you bounce back.” 

The experience prompted 
him to move full-time into the 
voluntary sector, which he had 
previously juggled with an 
academic career. First he went 
to Community Service 
Volunteers then to Young 
Arthritis Care and RADAR. 

His return to Arthritis Care 
in 2000 as head of public policy 
and campaigning came, he 
says, from a sense that it was 
his “natural home”. 

But fitting in the new role 
with his work in Europe, not to 
mention his chairmanship of 


oe ae CARE 


cana th arthritis: 


Home from home: Betteridge outside Arthritis Care’s London HQ 


the Disabled Persons Transport 


Advisory Committee (DPTAC), 


has proved demanding. 
Betteridge acknowledges that 
his separation from his long- 
term partner two years ago 
came partly from his working 
six out of eight weekends 
abroad. “I have a belief in the 
work-life balance, but I don’t 
live it,” he admits. 

Betteridge aims to follow in 
the footsteps of diabetes and 
HIV lobbyists, who had the 
conditions recognised as 
“major disease areas” at 
European level. As chair of the 
EULAR project People with 
Arthritis/Rheumatism in 
Europe (PARE), he organised a 
questionnaire to be sent to 
every MEP, calling on them to 
pledge support. 

“Tf you get serious European 
funding, member states start to 
take notice. Organisations 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Cyprus, Tenerife, Malaga, 
Lanzarote, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 


Weekend Breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


2004 brochure with coloured pictures is 
available at www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 
Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. 


are foolish if they don’t realise 
the potential of campaigning 
in Europe.” 

Betteridge has also tried to 
secure more collaboration 
between health professionals 
and people with arthritis, 
through a new partnership, the 
Alliance Against Arthritis. 

Large-scale political 
campaigning of the type 
advocated by Betteridge has, 
however, caused problems with 
Arthritis Care’s grass roots 
members. In January, a vote of 
no confidence was passed in 


the chief executive and board of 


trustees over moves to focus the 
organisation more on 
campaigning and awareness 
raising and away from support 
and advice-giving. 

Five months on, Betteridge 
firmly believes the charity is 
changing for the better and that 
recent high profile surveys and 
campaigns are hitting home. 
One, OA nation, revealed the 
sheer size and scope of the 
impact of osteoarthritis — 8.5 
million people have the 
condition, with more than 70 
per cent disabled by it — and 
achieved impressive coverage 
for a condition often invisible 
in the media. 

He believes his job now, in 
the newly-created role of 
director of public affairs, is to 
continue to raise the profile of 
arthritis as an issue. 

“The challenge for me 
personally is to rebrand 
arthritis away from its grey, 
miserable image to a “can do” 
area of policy,” Betteridge says, 
with quiet determination. He 
is, it seems, well on his way. 

e Arthritis Care, web: 
www.arthritiscare.org.uk 


News focus 17 


Double discrimination 


lens of thousands of black and minority ethnic disabled people 
are being discriminated against on the basis of their race as well 
as their disability. The results include higher levels of mental 
llness and poverty, writes Lucy Glynn 


aroline Henry is 

verbally abused 

because she is disabled 

and called racist names 
vhen she walks around her 
community; but it doesn’t stop 
ler going out. 

Henry is a member of the 
slack Friendly Group, a group 
or African and Caribbean 
dults with learning difficulties 
n south London. Another 
nember of the group tried to 
leach his skin because he 
yelieved he would be treated 
nore equally if he was white. 

But it’s not just verbal abuse. 
immy Telesford, of Greater 
ondon Action on Disability 
GLAD), says black and 
ninority ethnic (BME) disabled 
eople face more 
liscrimination in terms of job 
pportunities, housing and 
ommunity care assessments. 

Saghir Alam, of the 
Disability Rights Commission 
DRC), agrees. “It’s multi- 
liscrimination. They are 
liscriminated against because 
f their race and faith or 
ender on top of being 
liscriminated against because 
hey are disabled. It’s a double 
vhammy and they are living in 
overty because of it.” 

Alam has been working on a 
uide to help local authorities 
nd community groups provide 
ervices for BME disabled 
eople*, which was launched 
mn 5 April. 

Despite facing so much 
liscrimination, BME disabled 
eople have few support 
ervices because they have little 
r no contact with white 
lisabled people and so feel 
xcluded from the mainstream 
isability movement, while their 
wh community groups don’t 
ffer the relevant support. 

Leo Morgan, Brent 
\ssociation for Disabled 
eople’s chief officer, says BME 
isabled people often feel 
solated within their own 
ommunity because human 
ights, especially those in new 
mmigrant communities, are 
ased around welfare and 
urviving. “The needs of 
isabled people within that 
ommunity, their rights and 
hoices, are like we were ten or 
0 years ago. They are well- 
neaning but are based around 
he medical model, and the 
oices of disabled people are 
ot heard.” 

Because of this, Alam says 


BME disabled people need to 
develop their own organisations. 
“Disabled groups are seen as 
white middle class organisations. 
Black and minority ethnic 
people don’t feel like they have 
ownership of the groups and so 
don’t feel they belong.” 

But before user-led groups 
can be set up, BME disabled 
people need to be aware of the 
type of services that are 
available and the benefits a 
group would bring in helping 
them access services. At present, 
many are not even aware of the 
existence of benefits and other 
support services. 

Last year, Asian Disability 
Awareness Action in Bradford 
(ADAAB) helped disabled 
people in Bradford receive 
£600,000 in benefits. 

“They wouldn’t have received 
that without us. The majority 
don’t even know they qualify,” 
says coordinator Bary Malik. 


‘| needed support and 
someone fo talk to. | did 
not need my memory 
erased’ 


The organisation also runs 
seminars on cerebral palsy, 
multiple sclerosis, diabetes and 
arthritis. Last year, over 2,600 
people attended the seminars, 
which are translated and have a 
separate room so women can 
attend. Without ADAAB, 
disabled Asian people in 
Bradford would find it very 
difficult to access this 
information, says Malik. 

Labour peer Lord Ahmed 
says service providers can get 
away without providing for 
BME disabled people because 
they have the stereotypical 


white view that they can look 
after themselves. And because 
service providers don’t 
understand the requirements of 
BME disabled people and 
ignore their cultural needs, the 
services are rejected, which 
only reinforces stereotypes such 
as Asian parents not wanting to 
send their daughters to mixed 
sex respite care or day centres 
and so keeping them at home. 

BME disabled people are 
therefore forced to choose 
between being a disabled 
service user and being a BME 
service user and are pigeon- 
holed into the cheapest, best fit. 

“They continue to design 
services that are inappropriate 
and unacceptable, which forces 
BME disabled people to lose 
part of their identity,” Lord 
Ahmed said at the launch of 
the DRC guide in April. 

Julie Charles, chief executive 
of Equalities, the National 
Council of Disabled People and 
Carers from Black and Minority 
Ethnic Communities, says BME 
disabled people’s needs are seen 
as complex and negative rather 
than a positive part of 
someone’s culture. “I haven’t 
come across any BME disabled 
person who has been happy 
with the system,” she says. 

This is illustrated by the 
experience of mental health 
service survivor Robert Jones. 
“When I became ill, the first 
treatment I was offered was 
ECT,” he says. “I needed 
support and someone to talk 
to. I did not need my memory 
erased.” He says there are a 
disproportionately high 
number of black people on 
mental health wards, between 
30 and 90 per cent. Jones says 
black people are not more 


London Recumbents 


londonrecumbents.co.uk 


recumbents@aol.com 


= Rangers Yard 
; Dulwich Park 


A complete range of cycles for people with special needs 


Caroline Henry, who has learning difficulties, in the video Telling it 
Ourselves, produced by the Black Friendly Group 


susceptible to mental health 
problems, but have more 
problems because of society’s 
racism and stigmatism and 
because mental health staff are 
“wary” of black patients. 

Four years ago, Telesford 
launched Count Us In, a GLAD 
scheme to help individuals set 
up BEM user-led campaign 
groups in London. He is 
particularly keen to set up user- 
led groups of BME mental 
health users. 

One thing is certain: BME 
disabled people must do as 


white disabled people have 
done. As Telesford says: “BEM 
disabled people need a 
platform to campaign for their 
own issues. Without this, things 
won’t change.” 

*Our Rights, Our Choices, tel: 
08457 622 633, www.drc-gb.org 
e Black Friendly Group, 

tel: 020 7701 5666 

@ Equalities, the National 
Council of Disabled People and 
Carers from Black and 
Minority Ethnic Communities, 
tel: 020 8527 3211 

@ GLAD, 020 7346 5800 


CHURCH FARM-BIRCHAM NORFOLK 
DISABLED-FRIENDLY HOLIDAY COTTAGES 


FOR FULL DETAILS OF ALL OUR COTTAGES VISIT 
www.norfolkdisabled-friendlycottages.co.uk 


Our original disabled-friendly holiday cottages, Stable Cottage (sleeps 4) and 


Owl Barn Cottage (sleeps 6/8), are already booking fast for next year. 


Within the large and colourful grounds of a working farm, we are situated 


about five miles from the Royal Estate at Sandringham and seven miles from 


Titchwell and the beach at Hunstanton and Brancaster. Our cottages have 


level access and an open plan room layout including, en-suite ‘roll-in’ 


shower rooms and purpose built low-level kitchens, especially designed for 


wheelchair users, their families and carers. Each has its own personal garden. 


We are pleased to announce that The Crew Yard (sleeps 4) and The Old Cart 
Shed (sleeps 6/8) open in June 2004 and bookings are being taken. 


Further cottage conversions are planned in 2005 to provide more 
disabled-friendly accommodation together with a leisure complex, “The 
Workshop’. This will include an indoor swimming pool and opportunities 


for complementary therapies. 


As bookings are brisk for 2004 - don’t miss your dates — take a look at 
www.norfolkdisabled-friendlycottages.co.uk or telephone: 01485 578603. 
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Miserable weather and course 
mismanagement didn’t dampen spirits 
or performances at the 22nd London 
Wheelchair Marathon, writes Lucy Glynn 


he wind and rain 
failed to put a 
dampener on the Flora 
London Wheelchair 
Marathon — that was 
left to organisational chaos. 

In the men’s race, favourite 
Saul Mendoza from Mexico 
got off to a good start in his 
first London Marathon. 

He took an early lead and 
was well ahead at 6.5 miles 
when he followed the official 
motorbike down a short cut 
behind the Cutty Sark. 

Not realising he had taken 
the wrong route, he carried on 
alone. Fortunately, the mistake 
didn’t affect his position, as 
Mendoza was clear of the field 
at the time, with Britain’s 
David Weir and Tushar Patel 
well behind in second and 
third places. 

The Mexican recorded an 
easy victory in a time of 
1.36.56, six minutes clear of 
Weir (1:42:50). 

Patel also put in a strong 
performance, keeping up with 


TIMEX 


FLORA LONDON MARATHON 2004 


icc pee 


No dry run on Marathon 


PHOTOS BY CHRIS RICH 
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Top of the crop: (/eft) Italy’s Francesca Porcellato crosses the line and (right) Steve Williamson on the Mall — he was the fifth Brit home 
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his training partner Weir for 
much of the race, and was still 
in third place until 21 miles, 
when his tyre was punctured 
by debris washed into the road 
by rain. Patel decided to carry 
on, as he was near the finish 
and it would have cost him 
more time to change his tyre. 


i— 


But this allowed France’s Alain 
Fuss to overtake him and move 
into third place. Patel couldn’t 
catch up and Fuss finished in 
01:45:25 while Patel came 
fourth in 1:51:03. 

Neither Mendoza nor the 
other racers knew he had 
taken a wrong turn until after 
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lawyers specialising in all aspects of 


cerebral palsy claims 


e free assessment of case 


Tim Palmer 


Penningtons 


da Vinci House, Basing View 


° free home visits 


* no obligation 


CONTACT 


Basingstoke RG2! 4EQ 
Tel: 01256 407100 


tim.palmer@penningtons.co.uk 


David Raine 
Penningtons 


Highfield, Brighton Road 
Godalming GU7 INS 
Tel: 01483 791800 
david.raine@penningtons.co.uk 


the race, when there was 
debate about whether he 
should be disqualified. The 
referee consulted Weir and 
Fuss and decided the result 
would stand because Mendoza 
was taken off course by an 
organisational error. 

Don Taylor, chair of Flora 
London Wheelchair 
Marathon, said: “He was well 
in the lead and followed an 
official motorbike. The short 
cut was a relatively small 
distance and what he won by 
was immense.” 

Weir decided not to 
challenge the decision because 
he wouldn’t have caught 
Mendoza. “If I was 30 seconds 
behind I would have 
protested,” he said. 

Although Mendoza was 
trying for a course record, it 
was probably a blessing that 
he didn’t set one because it 
wouldn’t have stood as he 


didn’t complete the full course. 


In the women’s race, there 
were only four competitors, 
with Tanni Grey-Thompson 
absent due to training 
commitments ahead of the 
forthcoming Paralympics. 

Last year’s winner, 
Francesca Porcellato, broke 
from the field at about eight 
miles and retained her lead to 
finish in 2:04:58, well ahead of 
her competitors. She easily 
beat pre-race favourite Gunila 
Wallengre from Sweden, who 
finished third in 2:14:13. 

Porcellato’s time was slower 
than last year because the 
conditions were difficult and 
racers had to be careful not to 


slip. This was made even 
harder because the rain made 
it difficult to grip their 
wheelchair rims. “This year 
I’m again the first in London. 

“It’s fantastic. Last year I 
worked with a big group, but 
this time it was harder as I 
spent a lot of time alone and 
there was wind and rain too,” 
she said. 

Britain’s Paula Craig went 
one better than last year and 
came second, but her time was 
outside the 1:54 Paralympic 


‘There could have been 
an accident. The roads 
are supposed to be 
closed from 8.30am. The 
police know the times of 
the races and they aren’t 
supposed to use the road 
unless it’s an emergency’ 


qualifying time. Nevertheless, 
she was pleased with her 
result. “It’s such a great race. I 
was really chuffed to gain 
second place,” she said. 

The chaos wasn’t confined 
to the men’s race. The racers 
in the two-and-a-half mile 
mini wheelchair marathon had 
to stop when a police car 
reversed into the road near 
Blackfriars. 

Brian Aldis, who was 
leading the race, missed the 
car and second-placed Shelly 
Woods was able to swerve 
round it, but third-placed 
Douglas Stone (see DN May) 
had to stop so all the racers 
behind him caught up. “I was 
very surprised. I could have 
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Name: Saul Medoza Name: David Weir Winner 14-17, boys’ 


Nationality: Mexican Nationality: British Name: Brian Aldiss 
Age: 37 Age: 24 Time: 0:10:59 
Time: 1:36:56 Time: 1:42:50 F ile? : 
Winner 14-17, girls Winning in the rain: (Clockwise from left): James Turner, Douglas 


Biog: Has won more than 200 Biog: Winner of 2002 race. 


Name: Shelly Woods (below, 
road races. Was named Mexican _ Hopes to be in Athens team. 


Stone and Kevin Ward in the boys’ mini wheelchair marathon; 
with rugby star Jonny Wilkinson) 


athlete of the Twentieth Century. Time: 0:11:54 Britain’s Paula Craig and David Weir; Slovakia’s Daniel Kukla; and 
Namece Porcell LEN the mini wheelchair marathon winning line up display their tro- 
Aine: apcesta | Olcellalo Winner 11-13, boys’ phies (from left) Shelly Woods, Brian Aldiss, Louise Hunt and 


Neto fata Name: Mikey Bushel Mikey Bushel with Jonny Wilkinson in the centre 
Saul Age: 33 Time: 0:16:20 — -- ———n 


Time: 2:04:58 : ee 
Biog: Winner last year Winner 11-13, girls 
Name: Louise Hunt 


; ‘spite. ~~ Time: 0:16:47 
Name: Paula Craig Coe 2° 
Nationality: British La ‘ 
Age: 40 
Time: 2:07:52 


Biog: Started wheelchair 
racing three years ago. 
Came third last year. 


ashed into it. The person 

hind me was very close. 
uckily he braked,” said 
ouglas. 

Douglas lost a few seconds 
id momentum but wasn’t too 
inoyed because although it 
nessed up” the timings, it 
dn’t change the positioning. 
t was good to know I could 
9 the sprint,” he said. 

Mini wheelchair marathon 
ordinator Michelle Weltman 
id she was “angry and 
pset” about the incident. 

“There could have been an 
scident. The roads are 
ipposed to be closed 
om 8.30am. The police know 
ie times of the races and they 


heard th 
news? 


More than 200 national newspapers and magazines are now available on 


en’t supposed to use the audio tape or in electronic format for anyone who has difficulty reading. 

yad unless it’s an emergency 

id I don’t think there were All your favourite national titles are available from Talking Newspapers. Talking Newspaper Association of the 

ly emergencies.” Recorded in our own studios by our experienced team of sound UK is a registered charity, No: 293656 
She will now report the engineers and readers, these publications are supplied on quality audio TNAUK 
ident to London Marathon . ‘ ‘ ‘ 

E a ee ae : tape - many are also available in electronic format for use on a PC. To NaticualiRetording Centre. Heathfield 
Bete pon te tivestipate order your FREE catalogue or for further information please call: cea Sah e 

hat happened with the ast Sussex, 


fe ee elice, | O 8 . | O AA 9 5 9 Web site: www.tnauk.org.uk 
oods, who is widely 
pped as a future Paralympic Email: info@tnauk.org.uk 


1ampion, set a new course 
cord and plans to race in the 


TOM ave me a cder’s Digest... Daily Mail... Woman's Weekly... Guardian... Hi-Fi News... Time... Cosmopol 


2xt year, when she turns 18. 
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Boccia team 
is in with 
a chance 


The British boccia team is hop- 
ing to win at least two medals 
Paralympic 
Games, British 
Paralympic Association named 


at this year’s 


after the 


a four-strong team last month. 

Paralympic gold medal- 
holder and world number one 
Nigel Murray (below) was 
named in the squad and 
believes he can retain his title 
and that Britain can win its 
first boccia team medal. 

Peter Pearse, Susie Robinson 
and Anne Woffinden were also 
named in the squad. 

Jacqueline Lynn, coach/team 
manager of the British boccia 
team, said: “The team are 
ranked fourth in the world, so 
we’ve obviously got a chance.” 
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Pool haul h 


The British 
Pia taleyeni p ie 
Association (BPA) 
mmmrcewes hag named a 34- 
a strong swimming 
squad for Athens which it 
expects to win “a haul of 


medals”. 

BPA chief executive Phil 
Lane announced the team after 
the Paralympic swimming tri- 
als in Sheffield. 

The team is headed by 
reigning triple-Paralympic gold 
medallists James Crisp and 
Dave Roberts. Crisp won the 
S9 class 400m freestyle to set 
one of three new world records 
at the trials and Anthony 
Stephens and James Anderson 
both set world records in the 
200m freestyle in their respec- 


tive S5 and S2 classes. Andrew 
Lindsay (above) finished just 
outside his own S7 world 
record to win the 100m back- 
stroke. He also came second in 
the 400m freestlye. 

Anderson, Lindsay and 
Stephens have all made the 
team along with Rhiannon 
Henry and Robert Welbourn, 
who make their debuts. 

Double Sydney gold medal 
winners Jody Cundy, Sascha 
Kindred and Giles Long were 
also named. 

BPA chairman Mike Brace 
said the swimmers would win 
the majority of UK medals. 
“We will be the best team there. 
If any one can beat us they will 
have to be incredible athletes. 
This is going to be the strongest 


British team ever. It’s flawless.” 

Britain’s swimmers won 15 
golds, 24 silvers and 23 
bronzes at the Sydney 2000 
Games, more medals than any 
other nation. 

The other team members 
are: Kenneth Cairns; Gareth 
Duke; Graham Edmunds; 
David Hill; Dervis Konuralp; 
Callum Lawson; Darren 
Leach; Dave Roberts; Matthew 
Walker; Marc Woods; Sarah 
Bailey; Elaine Barrett; Claire 
Cashmore; Jeanette 
Chippington; Jenny Coughlin; 
Janet Fenton; Lara Ferguson; 
Jemma Houghton; Elizabeth 
Johnson; Natalie Jones; 
Mhairi Love; Nyree Lewis; 
Margaret McEleny; Danielle 
Watts; Fran Williamson. 


BP within reach. 


Further ban 
for learning 


disabled 
athletes 


Swimmers with learning 
difficulties were banned from 
competing in the Paralympic 
Games, just days before the 
UK selection trials were due 
to take place. 

The International 
Paralympic Committee (IPC) 
said people with learning 
difficulties could not com- 
pete in the swimming exhibi- 
tion events because too few 
competitors had registered. 

It is the same reason the 
IPC gave for banning learn- 
ing disabled athletes from the 
track and field events. 

Athletes with learning 
difficulties were banned from 
medal events when it was 
revealed that members of the 
winning basketball team at 
the 2000 Paralympics were 
not disabled. 

Now, learning disabled 
athletes will only be allowed 
to compete in table tennis 
and basketball exhibition 
events. | 

The United Kingdom 
Sports Association for People 
with a Learning Disability 
said the decision was a fur- 
ther example of discrimina- 
tion against athletes and 
swimmers with learning dif- 
ficulties. 


Number one 
heads team 


World number one quadripleg- 
ic tennis player Peter Norfolk 
will head the British wheelchair 
tennis team at the Paralympics. 

Norfolk is a member of 
Britain’s eight-strong wheel- 
chair tennis squad and has 
dominated quadriplegic tennis 
over the last year. 

Meanwhile, Britain’s number 
one wheelchair tennis player, 
Jayant Mistry, has also been 
picked for the team, after win- 
ning his eleventh national singles 


title at the National Wheelchait 
Tennis Championships in May. 

Mistry, who is ranked ninth in 
the world, defeated second seed 
Simon Hatt 6-4, 6-3 in the final. 

In the women’s singles final, 
Kay Forshaw won her second 
national title with a 7-5 6-2 win 
over six-time former champion 
Janet McMorran, in a repeat of 
last year’s final. 

Both have been named in the 
Paralympic team, with Kimberly 
Blake and Mark Eccleston com- 
—— pleting the line-up. 


Each year, we make highlights 
from our annual report available 
on CD and audio cassette for 
our visually impaired audience. 
For a free CD or audio cassette 
of BP’s Annual Report and 
Accounts 2003 please telephone 
our Distribution Services on 
0870 241 3269. 
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